Semior Airman Calab

Phillips, a Joint Terminal
Aftack Controller, 22T7ih
Air Support Operations
Sqguadron, Aflanfic City,
N.J, watchez as a C-130,
1r0ih Airlift Wing, Great
Falls, Mont  drops a practice
bundle out during a

|Aug 9 2016, at Rogers Cify,
Mich., durimg Northern
Sirike 2014, (U5 Air
‘National Guard photo

tn' Master Sgt.  Scott

EE,EBSE.IHHG by the N“mbers Northem S 16 15 a Nafional Guard Bureau-spon-

sored exercise uniting approxmmately 5000 Amay,

9: Types of aircrafi flown during N516. Arr Force, Manne, and Special Forces service members
(Air Force: F-16 Fighting Falcons, KIC-135 Stratotankers, from 20 states and thee coabibon coumines duning the first
A-10 Thunderbolts, C-130 Hercules, E-8 Joint three weeks of August 2016 at the Camp Grayling Joint
Surveillance Target Attack Radar System; and Maneuver Traiming Center and fhe Alpena Combat

: : Beadmess Traming Center, both located m northem

Army UH-60 Blackhawks, CH-47 Chinooks, Michigan. The R : |
UH-72 Lakota and the RQ-7 Shadow) readmess-nldng opportomties for mubtary umts from
230: Size of Camp Grayling in 5q miles (147,000 acres)  4]] service branches to achieve and sustan proficiency in
3,745: Weight in Kg of a ightweight M777 Howitzer conducting mission command, air, sea, and ground
5,000+ : Size of both Northern Strike 2016 and the =~ maneuver mtegration, and the synchromzaton of fires m a
original Massachusetts Bay Colony. Jomt, nukmatonal decisive action emvironment. (Michigan

INational Guard Public Affars OfficeFeleased)



Air Guard Units Provide Critical Comms Link for NS16

Tech. Szt Dar Heaton
Squadrons of Aummen from [imors and Utah are

The 264th Combat
Commmmeznons from
Peoria, Illinois, 15 providing
the commmumnications
hardware and infrastructure
support from the exercise,
operating from three
locations at the Alpena
Combat Readiness Traiming
Center and the Camp
Grayling Jomt Maneuver
Traiming Center in nerthem
Michigan. The 109th Air
Control Squadron_ based
in Salt Lake City, Utah, are
utihzing that mnfrastructure
to provide thedirect amr-to-
ground commmumications
needed to allow ar and
ground assets to coordinate
and put bullets, bombs and other weapons on target.
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“It 15 really an mtegration of a mumber of umts,
across service branches, working together to manage
the battle space.” explained Maj. Leon McGuire,

commandmg the roughly 135 members of the 10%th
participating in the exercise.

~ The 264th, which has about 50 Aimmen participating
1 the exercise, utilized 155 deployed equipment to
rovide both secure and non-secure volce and data
mk commnmmications to the 10%h and other exercise
participants. In essence, they created the pipe throngh
which vmits spread T]_:lmu%:mut the exercize can
commmumicate, explained Major John Panse, officer in

charge of one of the 264th’s three operating locations.

“Once we get mitial capabality, it 15 all about trouble
shooting and working through any i1ssues to ensure
that all the units can commmumicate clearly,” smd
Staff Sgt. Pamcia Sparks, who 1s serving as the site
engineer for one of the 264th’s locanons. “We are
listening to the customer, m this case, the 109th and
hearing what they need to get their job done.”

Utilizing the capability provided by the 264th,
Ajrmen with the 109th work with Joint Terminal
Attack Controllers on the ground to ensure that the
correct aircraft, with the correct weapons lead, 13

available at the right location at the right time to
support fmendly ground forces and put bombs on target.

“Our Airmen are identifying and Tacking threats,
coordmating air refuelmg support and, particularly
1 this scenario, aidng m the air-to-ground chain of
command and n:nntrn:?f’ " MeGuire said

Tech. Sgt. hMegan Bender, a weapons director with
the 109th — and a former trumpet player with the now-
defunct Air Force musical group Tops in Blue — said
109th personnel work as an integrated team not only

ki
the commumications backbone for Worthem Smke 2016

within ther own
assets that engag

uadron, but with the vanous air
in the operation.

Bender said when the
opportunity arose, she
nuomped at the chance to serve
as a weapons confroller.

¥ “Tamable to conmbute

g directly to the fight ™ she

sard. “When I first enlisted

- m 2005 on active duty, I was
able to make a direct 1mpact.

|+ I have one of the best jobs

on the planet.”

: As an Air Control Squadron,
- j the 109th has 22 diffs“eqrEﬂt
o IT Force carser fields

II."EI AN

Squadron dmmg}'_wrm!-*-m'ﬂnn at the Combat TEpTesentsd among its
Training Readiness Center in Alpena, Mich., on Aug. 0, 2016. assigned Ammen. McGuire
(M Bchizan Naional Guard plioto by Senor Ainnan Fyan Ze-diReleased) 5310 With all those different

_ specialties, the nmt 13 cycling
different people through the exercize to manage the
trammng opportumities. The 109th 1s also uaithzmmg
secure commumications to “reach back™ via satellite
to the Dismbuted Operations Center for Traming,
or DETOC, 1 Iowa, which can provided simulated
traming scenanos for combat conmollers.

“So even if there 15 a down time for us in the hive
exercize, we are able to reach back to our National
Guard DETOC and conduct sinmulated traming. ™
MeGuire said. “We are able to really maximuze the
opportunifies for our people who are here.

“Thas 15 providing traimng mn both a hands-on and
a simmlated enviromment that allows our Aimmen to
really maintain that degree of readiness that they need
to have,” he said.

Semior Airmnan Do Tooan mud Airmam 1t s Sdeven X illar; 26h Coanboat
Communications Squadron radio frequency transmis:ions systems
journevinen, male adjusiments to a commumications radar during
Exercize Narthern Sirile at the CETC in Alpena, Xich on A= 9 3016
(M Bchizan National Guard photo by Semior Ammen Byan Zeski Reeasad)



Ihnois Airman Finds Her *Niche in Life’

Tech Szt Dian Hexton

gwhiteboards filled with
ngly  indecipher-
dable charts and schemat-
1cs, Staff Sgi. Pamcia
‘Starks says comnmmica-
A | non 15 the key to a sue-
oy ¥ essful mission.
J sl o e brings that attirude
Staff Sgt. Patricia Starks stands by asample 107 0nly to her duties azan
i Strike. 2 Ml state Natiouay Gugrd. et with the Peoria, Ili-

1§:| H‘;Hﬁh;&tﬂ E mr%u:iﬂl Michigan nois-based 264th Combat
Anz. 9 2016. Sparks wo vefer- 2 :
ams services at the University of - Conmmumcatons  Squadron

nois, something she sxid she felt called fo ;
after a t to Irag several mrsbm a: a Career services

ago. (Michigan National Guard photo by specialist at the Center for
Senior Airman Eyan ZeskiBeleased) leterans at the Umiversity
of [hnois-Champagne,
where she 15 both an employee and a graduate stadent.
“After I deployed to Irag about six vears ago, I worked
with a mumber of people m Special Forces and I just saw
the dedication and focus they brought to themr mussion™
she sad. “Then. back home. as a stadent. I saw that sometmes
my fellow veterans where a little lost on campus, they didn’t
harve the focus becanse they were cutside of ther emiromuent. ™
That realization led Starks to serve as the president of a
student-veterans orgamzation at the University of Illmos.
“What the veterans are looking for 15 an S0P — a standard
operating procedure checklist — on how fo succeed m college
and beyond,” she said. “Well, that doesn’t always exist. So
we work to translate the college expenience mto terms and
objecaves that nake sense for our veteran populagmn”
In the meantme, Starks contmues to serve as a member of
the Tlmees A Nanional Guard, which foumd her spendmg two
weeks mn northem Michigan m Aungust 2016 participating
m Northem Smke, a mult-state exercise mvelving well m
excess of 3,000 mulitary personnel. Her job 15 to prowvide
comnmmecatons infrastructure suppert fo the exercise.
“Without her, planes don’t fly and bombs don't drop,” said
Master Sgt. Alan Rosenberg, her supervisor m the 264th.
“5he’s keep all these lines of commumication open.”™
After the exercise 13 over, Starks will resume workmg on
a master's degree m social work at U-I to further enhance
her abality to work with the veterans m fransiion commmuty.
“T yust found my mche m hife and I love 127 she sand

‘Something Worthwhile’ in Guard

Tech 5gi. Dian Heston

e oy . 2| . :‘. 4 ‘5

Staff Sgt. Christopher Laird a cvber :upport specialist
with the 109tk Air Control Squadron, Utah Air National
Cuard stands ready during Exercize Norfthern Strile at
the Combat Training Feadines: Center in Alpena, MMich.
August ®, 2016, during Northern Strilke 16, (Alichizan
Mational Cuard photo by Senior Airman Byan ZekiFeleaced)

Staff Sgt. Chnstopher Laird was lockmg for a way
to accomphsh something worthwhile with lus hife.
If he could pick up a litfle education aleng the way,
even better. Oh, and he alse wanted something
with some flexability, mn case lus actmg career real-
by takes off.

“The Utah Air National Guard gave me those
oppertumties,” said Lamd. “T have my associate
degree and am working on a bachelor’s degree in
business admumstranon with an emphasis on IT,

“T asked myself, “what type of person do I want to
be?” And that’s how I jomned the Guard,™ he said.
Lawd, who has appeared m a number of low-budget
films and once had a small part in a Tom Amold
comedy, The Jerk Theory, now works as a cyber
transport system specialist with the 109th A
Control Squadron, a Salt Lake City, Utah, -based
unit that 13 supperting Northem Strike, a 5, 000-per-
spmnel-plus exercise based m northem Michigan.
“This squadron 15 really a fanuly,” he said. “The
chiefs, the officers, they are emphasize that and
they really act like 1t. They are willing to get night
m there and roll up their sleeves to get the job done.

Cormrection: A photo of Marines from yesterday's
edition should have identfied Charlie Company,
4th Peconnaissance Battalion.



Northern Strikers
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Air Nafional Guard sraf dam Llewel-

byn, a ground radar technician with the
2ddth Range Squadren from Moun-
tain Home Air Force Baze, Idaho operates
a man-portable aircraft sorvivability trainer,
Tuesday at Alpena Combat Readiness Train-
ing Center, Michizan. The X3LAST fire: a siz-
nal to trigger aircraft semsors fo simmlate
surface-to-air miszile threats amd is wseful
in both equipment testing and crew train-
Joint Terminal Attack Controllers lools for enemy targets during a close air ing. The }&6th trains at the Alpena CETC in

support mission, Aug 9, 2016, at Rogers City, Mich., durins Northern Strile 2016, Support of Exercise Northern Strike 1016.

(U5, Air National Guard photo by Master Sgt. Scott Thompson/released) {lIi':_hig“ National Guard _E'h“"' and
capfion by Army Staff Sgt. Nichalaz A.

Oposnow)

iR 1 5 3
Capt Jacob Becler and Technical S-g't will Harden, 8215t Contingency Besponse Group, Travis Air Force Base, Calif., waits
for the CH-4TD Chinool:, Detachment 1, Company E, 3/235th Aviation Eegiment, Selfridge Air National Guard Base, to land fo
work on a sling-lead with a vehicle, Aug 92, 20146, at Alpena Combat Readiness Training Center, Alpena, Mich., during Morthern
Strilee 2016, (U5 Air National Guard photo by Aaster 5gt. Scott Thompsen/ released)
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